The Senate is set to repeal of the Affordable Care Act before Sept. 30. Call and email today about the impact of
Medicaid cuts and other key healthcare provisions have on people with brain injury.

ACTION ALERT!
Cassidy-Graham Proposal: The New Bill to Repeal the
ACA and Cut Medicaid!
Before the partisan reconciliation rules expire Sept. 30th, Republicans are considering
one last desperate attempt to repeal the Affordable Care Act (ACA), through
legislation proposed by Senators Lindsey Graham, Bill Cassidy, Dean Heller, and Ron
Johnson. In summary, the bill:
1. It eliminates the Medicaid program as we know it and ends the entitlement by
placing a per-capita cap on the traditional Medicaid population and block granting
funding for the expansion population until 2026. After 2026, there will be no funding
for this population.
2. It places the Essential Health Benefits at risk and allows States to remove
covered services like rehabilitative care and mental health treatment.
3. It allows insurance companies to discriminate against people with preexisting conditions and all but guaranteeing these individuals will pay higher
premiums, and potentially be priced out of the market.
Two hearings have been scheduled on this bill for next Monday and Tuesday:
•

•

Monday, Sept. 25, 2017, 10:00am, Senate Finance Committee hearing
entitled, "Graham-Cassidy-Heller-Johnson Proposal", Dirksen Senate Office
Building, Room 215.
Tuesday, Sept. 26 at 10:00am -- The Homeland Security and Governmental
Affairs Committee - chaired by Sen. Johnson - will hold a hearing titled "Block
Grants: How States Can Reduce Health Care Costs", a topic central to the
Graham-Cassidy bill.
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Cassidy-Graham Bill: Additional Information
The Cassidy-Graham bill maintains all the key components of previous legislation,
including:
• A per-capita cap on Medicaid.
• Ending the Medicaid expansion as we know it.
• Rolling back protections for Americans with pre-existing conditions.
• Allowing States to impose burdensome work requirements as a condition of
Medicaid coverage.
• Tears coverage away from millions of Americans.
On top of these devastating changes, the Cassidy-Graham bill would:
• Repeal the Medicaid expansion, premium tax credits, and cost-sharing reduction
payments in favor of an inadequate block grant.
• Establish a slush fund for States without any consumer safeguards.
• Create a funding cliff that eliminates the guarantee of coverage in 2026.
Here's what this would mean for Americans:
• Implements an inadequate block grant that would increase costs and offer fewer
choices for people who buy health care on their own. The latest proposal would
replace the Medicaid expansion, the premium tax credits, and cost-sharing reduction
payments with a block grant. The amount of this slush fund is based on a completely
arbitrary formula, adjusted based on population density, and the number of lowincome individuals in the whole State, under the guise of "increasing equity" in States'
access to federal funding. Compared to current law, which ties these programs to the
actual cost of care, funding would be capped and slashed, and Americans would be
left without options. The block grant will grow below even the rate of inflation, let alone
the cost of care, meaning the cuts get deeper and more draconian year after year.
[CBPP, 7/27/17 and 9/13/17]
o This arbitrary formula would redistribute federal money from some States to others.
Though most States would see a net decrease in federal funding, 20 States would
experience severe cuts amounting to 35% to 60% cuts below projected funding under
current law by 2026: Alaska, California, Connecticut, Delaware, Hawaii, Kentucky,
Louisiana, Maryland, Massachusetts, Minnesota, Montana, New Hampshire, New
Jersey, New York, North Dakota, Oregon, Rhode Island, Vermont, and Washington,
plus the District of Columbia. [CBPP, 9/13/17].

Make a Call or Email Today!
Our friends at the Consortium for Citizens with Disabilities (CCD) are already
scheduling Hill visits. If you are interested, please send an email to
publicpolicy@nashia.org. To make your concerns know, you can call the Capitol
switchboard at (202) 224-3121 and an operator will directly connect you to your
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Senator's office. Don't know who your Senators are? You can find out who and how to
contact him or her by clicking here.
Remember, as an employee, you may contact your Senators on your own time -using your own phone and email -- as a constituent. You may also want to share this
message to members of your advisory council/board, families, associations and
anyone in your State involved with brain injury.
Key messages:
•

Do NOT support the Cassidy-Graham bill to repeal the Affordable Care Act.

•

Do NOT allow the Medicaid program to be gutted. Caps and block grants will
decimate the program, which people with disabilities, including individuals with
brain injury, and seniors who rely on Medicaid for critical healthcare and longterm services and supports need.

•

Do NOT allow States to opt out of requiring health plans to cover basic health
care, including rehabilitation, and

•

KEEP it AFFORDABLE for people with pre-existing conditions, including
individuals with brain injury.

Script:
My name is [your full name]. I'm a constituent of Senator [Name], and I live in [your
town] and my zipcode is [zipcode]. I'm calling to ask the Senator to vote NO on the
Cassidy-Graham bill or any bill that caps or cuts Medicaid -- as well as to repeal
essential health care benefits (rehabilitation) and would allow insurance companies to
impose lifetime caps. If any of the bills being discussed as part of the budget process
are passed, millions of Americans will lose health insurance.
These bills take away protections that people with brain injury depend on, drastically
cut Medicaid, and will return us to the old days when people with disabilities like [me/
my family member/ my friends] were uninsurable. We can't go back. Please vote
AGAINST repealing any form of caps or cuts to Medicaid. It's time for Congress to
scrap repeal, leave Medicaid alone, and work together to improve the ACA. We're
counting on you to do the right thing.
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Please feel free to forward and share with disability advocates, families and
individuals with brain injury in your State.
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